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DIGITALEUROPE closely involved in identifying key digital 
technologies to be prioritised in EU budget  

Brussels, 23 February 2018 

 

 “Finally, Europe woke up! Connectivity, AI and cyber security are in the spotlight today. They will transform the 
digital sector, industry and society” said Cecilia Bonefeld-Dahl, Director General of DIGITALEUROPE, when 
the new “Re-Finding Industry” report, which calls for a stronger focus and funding on Key Enabling Technologies 
(KETs), was unveiled at the European Commission’s Industry Day earlier on Friday. 

“5G, Cyber and AI must be at the heart of European investments to boost innovation, growth and job creation in 
Europe. 83% of all AI investments are forecasted to be outside EU, and the EU only invests half of the US in 
connecting all citizens to a modern digital world. EU investments in “digital” must double compared to Horizon 
2020!” she insisted.  

At the Industry Day’s workshop on “Technologies of Future”, Markus Borchert, President of DIGITALEUROPE 
and Senior VP of Nokia, recalled: “Enhancing connectivity in Europe, such as through the deployment of 5G 
infrastructure, is a necessary condition for the successful digital transformation of all industry sectors”. 

“Yet, in a digital society, infrastructure development needs to be followed by investments in cybersecurity - being 
a critical enabler of IoT, machine-to-machine communications and connectivity overall -, also to help building 
trust among citizens, governments and companies.  Europe must lead the way on disruptive technologies, such 
as AI, to use it for the benefit of growth and society” he added.  

“This is a new beginning for Europe - where a virtuous ecosystem of SMEs and large corporations is nurtured 
with the aim to leverage the innovative potential and the prosperity of the continent”, he concluded.  

Background 

The “Re-Finding Industry” report released today by the European Commission calls for a stronger focus and 
funding on Key Enabling Technologies (KETs). The report was prepared by the Commission’s High-level Strategy 
Group on Industrial Technologies.  

DIGITALEUROPE has been closely involved in the process of defining the most promising KETs to drive Europe’s 
growth, through the participation of Cecilia Bonefeld-Dahl to the Commission’s High-level Strategy Group on 
Industrial Technologies.  

The Strategy Group identified Connectivity, Cybersecurity, and Artificial Intelligence as new KETS for Europe to 
invest in, given the essential role of these technologies to tackle the societal challenges and to boost global 
competitiveness.  
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mailto:info@digitaleurope.org
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For more information, please contact:  
Lionel Sola, DIGITALEUROPE’s Director of Communications & Political outreach 
+32 492 25 84 32 or lionel.sola@digitaleurope.org  
 
 

ABOUT DIGITALEUROPE  

DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include some of the world's largest IT, 
telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE wants 
European businesses and citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and sustain the 
world's best digital technology companies. DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the development and 
implementation of EU policies. 

DIGITALEUROPE’s members include in total 25,000 ICT Companies in Europe represented by 60 corporate members and 37 
national trade associations from across Europe. Our website provides further information on our recent news and activities: 
http://www.digitaleurope.org   

 

DIGITALEUROPE MEMBERSHIP 

Corporate Members  

Adobe, Airbus, Amazon, AMD, Apple, Bose, Brother, Canon, Cisco, Dell, Dropbox, Epson, Ericsson, Fujitsu, Google, Hewlett 
Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., Huawei, IBM, Intel, JVC Kenwood Group, Konica Minolta, Kyocera, Lenovo, Lexmark, LG 
Electronics, Loewe, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola Solutions, MSD Europe Inc., NEC, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, 
Oki, Oracle, Panasonic Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC, Samsung, SAP, SAS, Schneider Electric, Sharp 
Electronics, Siemens, Sony, Swatch Group, Tata Consultancy Services, Technicolor, Texas Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, 
VMware, Western Digital, Xerox, Zebra Technologies. 

National Trade Associations  

Austria: IOÖ 
Belarus: INFOPARK 
Belgium: AGORIA 
Bulgaria: BAIT 
Croatia: Croatian Chamber of 
Economy 
Cyprus: CITEA 
Denmark: DI Digital, IT-BRANCHEN 
Estonia: ITL 
Finland: TIF 

France: AFNUM, Syntec Numérique, 
Tech in France  
Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI 
Greece: SEPE 
Hungary: IVSZ 
Ireland: TECHNOLOGY IRELAND 
Italy: Anitec-Assinform 
Lithuania: INFOBALT 
Netherlands: Nederland ICT, FIAR  
Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE 
Portugal: AGEFE 

Romania: ANIS, APDETIC 
Slovakia: ITAS 
Slovenia: GZS 
Spain: AMETIC 
Sweden: Foreningen 
Teknikföretagen i Sverige, 
IT&Telekomföretagen 
Switzerland: SWICO 
Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform, ECID 
Ukraine: IT UKRAINE 
United Kingdom: techUK   
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